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In 1874 he entered upon a diplomatic career as attach^ to
the Germany embassy at the Quirinal. At that time Marchese
Visconti-Vcnosta was Foreign Minister, and under the
Minghetti Cabinet Italy had, after turning away a little from
France, entered upon friendly relations with Germany, The
young attache was therefore fortunate in finding public
opinion well disposed towards Germany.
His life was not that of a diplomat exclusively absorbed in
his profession or in amusement; art and literature claimed
much of his attention, Rome nourished his spirit, and was
a delight to him in the same lofty sense as it had been, for
instance, to Wilhelm von Humboldt (father of his great-aunt
Gabricle von Btilow) who had once been Ambassador there,
and whom Bocckh, the great philologist, had called a " states-
man of the rank of Pericles."
And so Bernhard votx Billow, well equipped to appreciate
the greatness and past of Rome, began his diplomatic career
in that Palazzo Caffarelli in which, after Humboldt, Nicbuhr
and Josias von Bunsen had represented Prussia. Like these
outstanding figures in the history of German culture, Biilow
responded to the influences of the town which Lord Byron
has called the " City of the Soul,"
His chief, Ambassador von Kcudell, was deeply interested
in art; he was an excellent pianist, and in his time the Muse
Polyhymnia had her abode in the Palazzo Caffarelli* The
good relations obtaining between the Government in Rome
and that in Berlin, and the German Ambassador's interest in
music, created an atmosphere congenial to young Biilow,
He was quiet and serious. The example set him by his
father when he was participating in the great work of develop-
ing the young German Empire must have helped him in
carrying out a programme of solid work. Moreover, in
Rome he had the stimulus of meeting the most distinguished
figures of the entire world, Italy herself could muster a
number of men who were outstanding in the world of
politics. The chief of these was Marco Minghetti, thea
Minister-President, a noble and moving speaker, and a
thinker in close touch with modern economics. On Sunday
afternoons Biilow attended the animated salon of Donna
Laura Minghetti.
The Roman period soon came to an end. The next move